S1832

situation we have learned in ordinary
times, and these are not ordinary
times.

We are watching a pace of job loss at
this very moment that is unprece-
dented, even in some of the deepest
economic downturns that modern man
has ever confronted. There is not a sin-
gle person who serves in the Senate,
works in this building, or, I would
argue, in our entire society who does
not know someone who in the last 4 or
5 days has been told that they no
longer have a job. Think about that for
a moment. People who 10 days ago had
a job in an economy that by all tradi-
tional standards was doing very well
and now have been told that they do
not have a job. The people they used to
work for may no longer exist, and
there is no certainty about outcomes
even when this ends. It is impossible to
exaggerate that.

What we are learning through this
crisis is what we all have said we know
but are now realizing how much it is
true, and that is, how many of the jobs
in this country are the result of a
small business and not of the compa-
nies whose stories are featured in a
magazine or a newspaper article. It is
the ones we drive by every single day—
the laundromat, the dry cleaners, the
coin cleaners, the bakeries, the coffee
shops, and everything in between—hun-
dreds of thousands of jobs in every
community that depend on their very
existence, and they are disappearing
right before our eyes. It is not because
they did anything wrong but because
government has had to tell them, for
the reasons of public health that I
agree with, not only that we cannot go
there but that their workers can’t go
there, and in many jurisdictions, they
cannot even show up. So the urgency to
address this, I believe, needs no con-
vincing.

We have, as a starting point, devel-
oped a plan that I think will help, that
will do what we can, and I want to
briefly describe it. The plan is basi-
cally this: We need to get money into
the hands of small business across this
country as quickly as possible so they
can keep the workers they have on
payroll for as long as possible. We aim
for at least 4, 5, or 6 weeks. This is im-
portant because if you have already
been told you can’t leave your home,
and you have already been told you
can’t go anywhere, and then to also be
told: And by the way, you have no job,
and there is no guarantee that there is
a job for you to go back to when this
all ends, the trauma is extraordinary.
That is what millions of people are fac-
ing by the second.

These are not job losses that are hap-
pening by the week or by the month;
they are by the second. Right now,
somewhere in America, someone is
being told: We are closing, and you
have no job. And tomorrow will be the
last time you will get a paycheck for
the foreseeable future.

So our plan, ideally, would involve
the following: Small businesses will be
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able to go to a bank in their commu-
nity. Ideally, in a perfect world, it
would be the bank they normally use,
the bank they bank with. Then they
will very quickly—and I am not talk-
ing about in a matter of weeks; I am
talking about in a matter of hours and
days—receive an infusion of cash,
equivalent to about roughly four times
their monthly expenses on payroll and
on rent and things of that nature. And
then a year from now, those businesses,
if they can show that they used that
money to Kkeep everyone on staff and
hired that was working for them before
this all started and paid them what
they were paying them, that money
will be forgiven. It will not be a loan.

The important point to make about
this is—I am not talking about an SBA
loan. I am not talking about going to a
government building somewhere or a
tent in a disaster zone and filling out a
bunch of paperwork. I am talking
about going to a financial institution,
preferably the one that you normally
use, filling out a few quick documents
to prove that you are a business, and
receiving a cash infusion directly into
your account that you can use to meet
payroll for the next 3, 4, 5, or 6 weeks,
and we have a plan that does it.

Now, on this matter, we are blessed
to have partners in this endeavor like
Senator CARDIN and others on the
Small Business Committee who are not
only some of the hardest working and
easiest people to work with on these
matters, but whom we have been work-
ing with on these matters, along with
our House counterparts, for a couple of
weeks. Except for a couple of weeks
ago, we could never have envisioned
how widespread and how serious this
dilemma would become.

We don’t have an agreement at this
very moment, but I do believe that on
the general concepts—I speak for no
one but myself, but it is my impression
that on the general outlines of what we
are trying to achieve, there is substan-
tial agreement.

So we have some work to do. I will be
in the Senate and here in Washington,
DC, around the clock until we get this
done because, as I said at the outset,
millions upon millions of families and
their immediate and long-term futures
are being determined by what we do or
fail to do. Rarely, if ever, do we truly
confront issues in the Senate of that
importance.

I will close with this: It is hard to re-
move politics from politics. It is hard
to ask politicians not to be political. It
is tempting to use even situations such
as these for the snide remark and the
potshot, and I imagine you can never
fully remove it. I would only say this:
If we don’t address these issues that
are before us and do so rapidly, those
potshots will appear trivial in compari-
son. If we don’t address the challenges
that are before this country now, no
one can tell you what the future looks
like because no one alive today has
ever been there, ever.

Anyone who believes that what I am
saying is an exaggeration, what was
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life like in America a week ago today?
What does it look like now? If this pace
continues, what will it look like 5 days
from now or 10 days from now? We
don’t know, but it will be traumatic
and potentially catastrophic, so we
must act. We will have plenty of other
issues and plenty of days and weeks
and months ahead to bicker about the
political issue of the day and to take
shots at our opponents.

Now is no time for games. We are fac-
ing the abyss. We are facing cir-
cumstances for which there is no play-
book, for which there is no precedent,
and for which there is no way to pre-
dict what happens to a society when
you tell millions of people they can’t
work, they cannot leave their homes,
and we cannot tell you how you will
make a living now or for the imme-
diate future.

This is no time for games. This is a
time for those of us who are here to be
here and to work through this as
quickly as possible, or we will all pay
the price, and we will all face those
consequences. They are so grave, SO un-
speakable, and so unimaginable that I
cannot believe that we will not be able
to do so and act quickly, swiftly, and
effectively. I look forward to making
strong progress.

Our people need some hope. Our peo-
ple need to believe that their institu-
tions in a moment of crisis can still
work. We have a chance to do our part
to instill at least that little bit of con-
fidence at a time of extraordinary un-
certainty.

I yield the floor.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The ma-
jority leader.

Mr. McCONNELL. Mr. President, be-
fore he leaves the floor, I want to par-
ticularly thank the senior Senator
from Florida for the extraordinary con-
tribution he is making as we move to-
ward completion of this rescue pack-
age.

————

MESSAGE FROM THE HOUSE

At 12:02 p.m., a message from the
House of Representatives, delivered by
Mrs. Cole, one of its reading clerks, an-
nounced that the House has passed the
following bill, without amendment:

S. 3503. An act to authorize the Secretary
of Veterans Affairs to treat certain programs
of education converted to distance learning
by reason of emergencies and health-related
situations in the same manner as programs
of education pursued at educational institu-
tions, and for other purposes.

———

EXECUTIVE AND OTHER
COMMUNICATIONS

The following communication was
laid before the Senate, together with
accompanying papers, reports, and doc-
uments, and was referred as indicated:

EC-4346. A communication from the Presi-
dent of the United States transmitting, pur-
suant to law, a report relative to the des-
ignation as emergency requirements all
funding so designated by the Congress in the
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Second Coronavirus Preparedness and Re-
sponse Supplemental Appropriations Act,
2020, pursuant to section 251 (b) (2) (A) of the
Balanced Budget and Emergency Deficit
Control Act of 1985, for the enclosed list of
accounts; to the Committee on the Budget.

————

INTRODUCTION OF BILLS AND
JOINT RESOLUTIONS

The following bills and joint resolu-
tions were introduced, read the first
and second times by unanimous con-
sent, and referred as indicated:

By Ms. HARRIS:

S. 3534. A Dbill to amend the Robert T. Staf-
ford Disaster Relief and Emergency Assist-
ance Act to provide assistance to individuals
affected by a pandemic, and for other pur-
poses; to the Committee on Homeland Secu-
rity and Governmental Affairs.

By Mr. THUNE (for himself, Mr.
DAINES, Mr. KING, Mr. BURR, Mr. VAN
HOLLEN, Ms. COLLINS, Ms. HASSAN,
Ms. STABENOW, Ms. SINEMA, Mr.
ROUNDS, Mr. SASSE, Mrs. CAPITO,
Mrs. MURRAY, Mrs. SHAHEEN, Mr.
PETERS, Ms. CORTEZ MASTO, Mr.
PERDUE, Mr. ROBERTS, Mr. MORAN,
Mr. BARRASSO, Mr. BOOZMAN, Mr.
BROWN, Mr. WHITEHOUSE, Mr. CRUZ,
Ms. ROSEN, Mr. CRAMER, Mrs. FEIN-
STEIN, Mr. HOEVEN, and Mr.
MERKLEY):

S. 3635. A bill to extend the due date for
the return and payment of Federal income
taxes to July 15, 2020, for taxable year 2019;
to the Committee on Finance.

By Mr. CASEY (for himself, Mr. BOOK-
ER, and Mr. REED):

S. 35636. A bill to provide for special enroll-
ment periods during public health emer-
gencies, coverage of services related to pub-
lic health emergencies, and for other pur-
poses; to the Committee on Finance.

By Mr. COTTON (for himself, Mrs.
BLACKBURN, and Mr. CRUZ):

S. 3537. A bill to require the Secretary of
Health and Human Services to maintain a
list of the country of origin of all drugs mar-
keted in the United States, to ban the use of
Federal funds for the purchase of drugs man-
ufactured in China, and for other purposes;
to the Committee on Finance.

By Mr. RUBIO (for himself, Ms. WAR-
REN, Mr. CRAMER, Mr. MURPHY, and
Mr. KAINE):

S. 3538. A Dbill to require the Secretary of
Defense to submit to Congress a report on
the reliance by the Department of Defense
on imports of certain pharmaceutical prod-
ucts made in part or in whole in certain
countries, to establish postmarket reporting
requirements for pharmaceuticals, and for
other purposes; to the Committee on Fi-
nance.

By Mr. DAINES:

S. 35639. A Dbill to amend the Internal Rev-
enue Code of 1986 to exempt telehealth serv-
ices from certain high deductible health plan
rules; to the Committee on Finance.

By Mr. SCHUMER (for Ms. BALDWIN
(for herself, Mr. BLUMENTHAL, Mr.
MARKEY, and Mr. SANDERS)):

S. 3540. A bill to prohibit public companies
from repurchasing their shares on the open
market, and for other purposes; to the Com-
mittee on Banking, Housing, and Urban Af-
fairs.

By Mr. SCHUMER (for Ms. BALDWIN):

S. 3541. A bill to modify requirements re-
lating to small business disaster loans made
in response to COVID-19, and for other pur-
poses; to the Committee on Small Business
and Entrepreneurship.

By Mr. BROWN (for himself and Mr.
CASSIDY):
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S. 3542. A bill to provide COVID-19 related
assistance through a special earned income
rule for purposes of the refundable child and
earned income credits for taxable year 2020;
to the Committee on Finance.

By Mr. TESTER:

S. 3543. A Dbill to amend the public service
loan forgiveness program under the Higher
Education Act of 19656 to waive the require-
ment that a borrower make a monthly pay-
ment during a month for which there is a
qualifying emergency in the State in which
the borrower is employed; to the Committee
on Health, Education, Labor, and Pensions.

By Mr. CASEY (for himself, Mr. BOOK-
ER, Mr. BROWN, Mr. MENENDEZ, Mr.
JONES, Mr. PETERS, Ms. DUCKWORTH,
Mrs. GILLIBRAND, Ms. SINEMA, Mr.
BLUMENTHAL, Mr. KAINE, Ms. HASSAN,
Mr. REED, Ms. WARREN, Ms. SMITH,
Mr. TESTER, Mr. SANDERS, Mrs. SHA-
HEEN, Ms. BALDWIN, Ms. KLOBUCHAR,
Ms. ROSEN, Mr. MARKEY, Ms. CORTEZ
MASTO, and Mr. MERKLEY):

S. 3544. A Dbill to assist older Americans
and people with disabilities affected by
COVID-19; to the Committee on Finance.

By Mr. CRUZ (for himself, Mr. LEE, and
Mr. BRAUN):

S. 3545. A bill to amend the Federal Food,
Drug, and Cosmetic Act to provide for recip-
rocal marketing approval of certain drugs,
biological products, and devices that are au-
thorized to be lawfully marketed abroad, and
for other purposes; to the Committee on
Health, Education, Labor, and Pensions.

By Mr. CRUZ (for himself and Mr.
SASSE):

S. 35646. A bill to waive high deductible
health plan requirements for health savings
accounts; to the Committee on Finance.

By Mr. CRUZ (for himself, Mr. CORNYN,
Mr. LANKFORD, Mr. BRAUN, and Mr.
INHOFE):

S. 35647. A Dbill to amend title XVIII of the
Social Security Act to waive limitations on
expansion of facility capacity under rural
provider and hospital exception to ownership
or investment prohibition during
coronavirus 2020 emergency period; to the
Committee on Finance.

By Mr. McCONNELL (for himself, Mr.
ALEXANDER, Mr. CRAPO, Mr. GRASS-
LEY, Mr. RUBIO, Mr. SHELBY, and Mr.
WICKER):

S. 3548. A bill to provide emergency assist-
ance and health care response for individ-
uals, families, and businesses affected by the
2020 coronavirus pandemic; to the Committee
on Finance.

———

SUBMISSION OF CONCURRENT AND
SENATE RESOLUTIONS

The following concurrent resolutions
and Senate resolutions were read, and
referred (or acted upon), as indicated:

By Mr. PORTMAN (for himself and Mr.
DURBIN):

S. Res. 548. A resolution amending the
Standing Rules of the Senate to enable the
participation of absent Senators during a na-
tional crisis; to the Committee on Rules and
Administration.

———————

ADDITIONAL COSPONSORS

S. 1564

At the request of Mr. TILLIS, the
name of the Senator from Montana
(Mr. DAINES) was added as a cosponsor
of S. 1564, a bill to require the Securi-
ties and Exchange Commission and cer-
tain Federal agencies to carry out a
study relating to accounting standards,
and for other purposes.
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S. 3432

At the request of Mrs. BLACKBURN,
the name of the Senator from Arkansas
(Mr. CoTTON) was added as a cosponsor
of S. 3432, a bill to support the ad-
vanced manufacturing technologies
program of the Food and Drug Admin-
istration, to establish National Centers
of Excellence in Advanced Pharma-
ceutical Manufacturing, and for other
purposes.

S. 3512

At the request of Mr. CRUZ, his name
was added as a cosponsor of S. 3512, a
bill to clarify the authority for regu-

lating laboratory-developed testing
procedures.
S. 3519
At the request of Mr. CoOoONS, the

name of the Senator from Washington
(Ms. CANTWELL) was added as a cospon-
sor of S. 3519, a bill to authorize the
Administrator of the Small Business
Administration to subsidize payments
on loans guaranteed under the 7(a) and
504 loan programs or made using funds
under the microloan program, and for
other purposes.
S. 3529

At the request of Mr. MENENDEZ, his
name was added as a cosponsor of S.
35629, a bill to require States to estab-
lish contingency plans for the conduct
of elections for Federal office in re-
sponse to national disasters and emer-
gencies, and for other purposes.

S. 3533

At the request of Mr. CRAMER, the
names of the Senator from North Caro-
lina (Mr. TILLIS) and the Senator from
Montana (Mr. DAINES) were added as
cosponsors of S. 3533, a bill to authorize
and establish minimum standards for
electronic and remote notarizations
that occur in or affect interstate com-
merce, to require any Federal court lo-
cated in a State to recognize
notarizations performed by a notary
public commissioned by another State
when the notarization occurs in or af-
fects interstate commerce, and to re-
quire any State to recognize
notarizations performed by a notary
public commissioned by another State
when the notarization occurs in or af-
fects interstate commerce or when the
notarization was performed under or
relates to a public act, record, or judi-
cial proceeding of the State in which
the notary public was commissioned.

———

STATEMENTS ON INTRODUCED
BILLS AND JOINT RESOLUTIONS

By Mr. THUNE (for himself, Mr.
DAINES, Mr. KING, Mr. BURR,
Mr. VAN HOLLEN, Ms. COLLINS,
Ms. HASSAN, Ms. STABENOW, Ms.

SINEMA, Mr. ROUNDS, Mr.
SASSE, Mrs. CAPITO, Mrs. MUR-
RAY, Mrs. SHAHEEN, Mr.
PETERS, Ms. CORTEZ MASTO, Mr.
PERDUE, Mr. ROBERTS, Mr.
MORAN, Mr. BARRASSO, Mr.
BoozMAN, Mr. BROWN, Mr.
WHITEHOUSE, Mr. CRUZ, Ms.
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